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JOHN MAYER CONTINUUM §

“With any trilogy,” says John Mayer, “the third
B in the series blows it open.”
On Continuum the singer/songwriter/
guitar slinger meets that challenge head-
on. Mayer’s third studio album follows the
multi-platinum Room for Squares (2001)
and Heavier Things (2003) and marks his
first turn as producer. It is his most soulful,
cohesive collection yet and he says it’s no
accident that this project is where all of his
efforts, his potential, and his disparate influences
fully come together.
“The night | was recognized for
‘Daughters’ at the Grammys was the
night this record started,” he says. “
knew | had bought the time to learn
everything | needed before | started
this one. Continuum is not a shot in
the dark, it's not a guesstimation. This
is the first endeavor in my entire life,
music or otherwise, that | did not cop
out on for a second.”
The last few years have seen Mayer
maintaining a frantic pace. In addition
to his own writing, recording, and touring,
he has collaborated with icons and
contemporaries alike—Eric Clapton, B.B.
King, Buddy Guy, and Herbie Hancock, as well
as Kanye West, the Dixie Chicks, and Alicia
Keys. In doing so, Mayer says his own interests
have grown and his perspectives have expanded.
Mayer also credits his collaboration with
Steve Jordan and Pino Palladino (collectively known
as the John Mayer Trio) and the intimate-venue tour
that produced the 2005 live album Try! with helping to
recalibrate his musical priorities. “As a songwriter, the
Trio helped me focus on being more raw,” he says. “As
a guitar player, it helped me get a lot out of my system.
If it weren’t for the Trio, Continuum would have been
less accessible. It let me settle up with my needs as a




musician, and get to a point somewhere between
the Trio record and Room for Squares—and
that’s a really good place to be.”

While the Trio tour showcased Mayer’s blazing
fretwork, he says he learned lessons from those
shows about restraint. “When | made my first
record, there was no trust in space because it was
all me; everything was just on those six strings,” he
says. “With Steve and Pino it was all about space,
using a whole different palette. When your tone is
good on the guitar, you need, like, four notes. The
more concise and right you have it, the less you
need around it.” One listen to such spare, carefully
crafted songs as “Slow Dancing in a Burning
Room” or “f Don't Trust Myself (With Loving You)”
instantly reveals this new approach.

Mayer points to one song in particular as
the turning point for Continuum. “1 wrote ‘Gravity’
last summer, and it changed everything,” he
says. “You talk less when you trust that people
understand you. ‘Gravity’ had to be sparse. And
when | listened to it for the first time, holding
back, it was a whole new game. That might be
the most important song | ever wrote.”

Armed with this outlook, Mayer knew
Continuum would tackle larger ideas than
those that defined his previous albums. “A big
challenge was writing about big themes,” he
says. “I'm not a better writer in terms of sitting
down in front of a pad, but I'm better in terms
of receiving inspiration and converting it into
something ‘real’ quicker. I'm better equipped to
deal with those moments.”

The hard-hitting “Belief” tackles an
infinitely complex subject. Over a slinky,
hypnotic guitar groove, he sings, “We’re never
gonna win the world, we're never gonna stop
the war/We're never gonna beat this if belief is
what we're fighting for,” questioning the power
and the limitations of faith and convictions.
“It’s an intellectual landmine—how do you
write a song about what people believe without
impugning their beliefs?” he asks. “I wanted

to get right next to people’s beliefs and look at
them without threatening them. It's tricky. You
only get x number of syllables and you have to
write something you can defend.”

With “Waiting on the World to Change,”
Mayer shot for something even more ambitious—
something like an attempt to explain his
generation’s attitudes about politics. “It's
meant to shed a little light on inactivity and
inaction,” he says, “because | don’t believe that
inaction is a lack of interest. | think inaction is
preservation—nobody wants to get involved in a
debate in which the rules and facts will change
so that they'll lose. So we end up with this other
option, which is, | guess we'll just have to wait
for things to get better.

Continuum also includes the first cover
Mayer has put on an album, his version of “Bold
As Love” by the incomparable Jimi Hendrix. “To
me, it's the quintessential Jimi Hendrix song,”
says Mayer. “The sensitivity, the imagery, the
power. | also think the third record is the time
when you challenge everybody. It's your throw-
down. | like inviting the challenge of, Should
this guy even touch Hendrix's music? To which |
answer, Well, everybody should. Why not?”

Ultimately, Continuum represents maturity,
both musically and thematically, for John
Mayer—a concept that he wasn’t comfortable
with until now. “A lot of these songs are about
coming to terms with getting older,” he says.
“My generation was never told we were going to
get older. We thought we were going to hear our
names on Romper Room for the rest of our lives.
For a long time, | was really upset about getting
older, worried that things were just going to level
out. But then | realized that everyone around me
was getting older at the same time. We're all
fighting it together, and we're always going to
be those kids, the first really emotionally aware
generation. When | realized that, | could relax
about it a little bit. And I thought that maybe |
can be the guy to sing about it.”



Waiting on the World to Change

)

Moderately (J73
D Bm

Words and Music by
John Mayer

L B

. | |
&5 == = '
: » - = 3 4 Fl " —
2 l
mf
[—— N ﬂ-__l
B Eri I - T —— &
— - w— i ! r o ] e
= - = 3 3 v d d_v ¥
A Bm G D
A — —s
| .on WL I ZA
S —32 :—— $——+
e — | =
—+ = ] ] o 1 — i —
< J_F ¥ 3 7 < — ¥ v
£ D Bm G D
#ﬁpm:?! 5 T O3 ]
a i 1 ] 1 1 T 4 e e e e B E i ql K a e . 1}
g ~— ~— jvj' .7 — — ?’
Me and all my friends,_ we’re all mis - un - der - stood._ They
if we had thepow - er to bring our neigh - bors home_ from war, they would have
54 ] I I { T — e T = T =
%9—‘"_'"—% oo o 4 ' = 3 v _v v - ——— 5
&: ~—t ivivi'
S = ! — ===
I * ; . o L = =
¥ = 7 3 5: v ¥ v_¥ @
A G D
i - i
P’ AR I I — T I Il —q
{2 # { = l I I | { l 1 7 !e! i .{- ] H H i ‘g .1:'1
say we stand for noth - ing and__ there’s no  way we ev - er could. Now we see
nev - er missed a  Christ - mas; _ no more rib - bons on their door. And when you
9 & — x 3  E—
4 # l % } I [ ; ] ] H I il = I- T Il Il ] { .17 %:
%—‘—4—&—#——#——&-——& == —— _ﬁ [ S i - & °
- 3z =
LS 58 T — i 5
)t = ——e . = 2
T » = = S T T T
Copyright © 2006 Sony/ATV Tunes LLC and Specific Harm Music
All Rights Administered by Sony/ATV Music Publishing, 8 Music Square West, Nashville, TN 37203
4 International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved




We  just
"Cause when they

it.

— who lead
what _ you got.

those

with the world and

- thing that’s go - ing wrong _

L0/

s

ev -

is

get

what you

tel

trust your

To Coda 1

So  we keep

— and beat it.

a - bove

have _ the means to  rise
tion, oh they can

we don’t

like
the

feel

P

in - for - ma

own

N—
We keep on

I
—
to change

i
—
N—r

world _

_E
the

3 i

wait - ing  on

»

(wait - ing)

wait - ing

e




[ o 2 2
A% 2 : 7 = —}
_Hi 9 r ] i | i I =| | I :\ e
[y Y [ r > ? > — L4
L . .v . It’s
wait - ing (wait - ing), wait-ing on the world _ to change. One
g ﬁﬁ ] —— N 1 ! —]
i oy T l % = 1
e L4 > i. [ 4 [ 4 _J, 3 [#4 — —_— ‘ j
g r— ! =
it > i — } E— o
= == > 5 = 3 d_¥ v v_¥ ¥
D Em7 Bm Em7
##F}:=:=’—i N  — — ! 4r=;:l
e et g !
= tF r SR A - i
7
hard to beat_ the sys - tem when we’re stand - ing at__. a dis - tance. So we keep }
day our gen - er - a - tion is gon - na rule the pop - u - la- tion. So we keep on
I I
I I i f f ! I T T 7 J—QZ
% . = : i :
- _< . + v - - v :
SR F P —— =
# i . e T
v @ o o o # ;,L L o R
To Coda Il D.S. al Codal
A Bm $ G D
04 2 by
o #l F | PN . 7
o — T € #;Pﬁj T y 3 < 1l
I | i ry Vi N1
%b = > i N1l
LIl r * - =
v
wait - ing (wait - ing), wait-ing on the world _ to change. Now,
A #% i —= N— : ;
e e
— | s : : —=
- =" %—J‘—iff - o — 1 <
r p=t—=F 3
i — !
s = — e
3 i s 9 S 2 3 v ¢ 93,




Codal G

0,5

D
Z

|
1
|
L 4

iRk 4

r] I [ ! —
RS - ° 2NN A
N—
bend it all___ they want. That’s why we’re wait - ing (wait - ing), wait-ing on the
#
et e : e =
1 I T ] - & ! I T I T
RS AE S I L e
5B = :
4 e ] = i o
—1 —1 — —J» > —17 T
S 4 3 v e S 7 3 9
G D A Bm
2 2
] : } e = e < =
N I | | | Il . r ] 1 | | i
BEEESS S S S ¥ L - A
; world _ to change. We keep on wait - ing (wait - ing), wait-ing on the
1
S= e =" _ =
Y r' Ej‘ _J,. L4 - _J_ T hat L4 > _J,—i—.L .'L
Yo P “s ?T
] — 5 — i ——
= 7 T T = = =
G D D Em7
% XXjE Xxi F %O
—— ¢ £ 5 == ===
N—’ b '\/_&' —
world_  to change. It’s not that we don’t care; we just  know _
: ! —= ! : e
= — , ! i s — —
N v
SN—— \_//
]
i ] | I
——— = * T
7 ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ v - — - b
Em7 A Bm
2 2
e et : T
& ] 3 I —t o ——— r 3 = I I —1
& 7 ¥ ® 7 A EER
N—
that the fight ain’t  fair. _ So we keep on wait - ing (wait - ing), wait-ing on the
i e e e =
’ f ,L-'Tfi - -
5 ! 5 - — : = J
- o o ~
— v_d @




II:(m/G
i

D

world__  to change.

G
N’

D.S.S. al Coda Il

And we’re still




Codall G D A Bm

o i i s

-—— | 2 }
1} T  E— r3 e
I v o o o o o 1 f > - T i T —
T .| & bt et el e - J > v ﬁ = '[ .l & '1—l
. . . \/ . .
world _  to change. I know we keep on  wait - ing (wait - ing),_ wait-ing on the

| 11
i

= N

] 1 ] 1

I I T 1
& & & &
et & et et

f@%
~w| |
((

MF___

f
*H } X T - - 7 o
il —] T 1N 1 IV) — — 1 I et
- & » v ¥ - 1‘\_/# #
G D A Bm
X x X
B = . W
~ - T b i i i 1 } 3 7 ﬂﬁ’:l
! ! Il | & r A é ] :{ =‘ = - I 1 ] I |
v N’ Y r‘
N—
world _ to change. We keep on  wait - ing (wait - ing), we’re wait-ing on the

C?I
“h
i
Y
.
L1l
L1
<
Ll
L1
.

we §
(i
T
C'H
(
o
ol
(Yl

QL
(
v
Ul
i

v

D G D

it £ i

—_—
I £ e e s 7 — ——
= A s o e

world _  to change, wait-ing on the  world _ to change, wait-ing on the
T m‘% T T I I I I

{ ] ] } ) . —

=3 TTTTE =

1l
(

LB
L
L1
L

(

L1
o

L1y
LTI

m
—1
£ e T — = =
‘ T R — A
N
to change, wait - ing  on the world _ to change.
)
} | Il I T

0
o

LTl
L5
¢



| Don’t Trust Myself

(With Loving You)

Words and Music by
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Words and Music by

Jimi Hendrix
3
Fast 4, with a half-time feel (JJ=J))
*Guitar —» A E Ffm
Piano —> Ab Eb
> T 1 i i —
€ i I } € { Il 11 1 1 | I [
ry) e T ——
An - ger, __ he smiles_  tow-’ring in__ shin-y me-tal - lic pur- ple
A (I ]
1 N —
y 2 - - 1 -
7S — )
g i $ I = fu 3z =
nf : S o< I ~—
Yy bh 54— = : =
b I : ] { IL\T t
e = v
D A E
Db Ab Eb
H 1, = | [ —————— N
AT — : — = —— ——
ia o i — > P — > !
o> b - . 3 <& # e = | CR—  —
) e T [ — N
ar - mor. _ Queen Jeal - ous -y, en - vy waits__  be-hind him.__ Her
Iy N
A E4H i i Y 2 R i v 2
%?,v —= H r3 - fi 7S 7 : —
;Z K 4 ;Z
L Eam) e o — & et f 1\, = i 7 ¥ < r
Z PI; I[) i’ } { & i i. i J .‘}- r rd -‘I'-\]
F#m D A/ct D
Fm Db Ab/c Db
n |- 3
I I I I 1 i A 4 1T - Y >y él
W T 1 IhY 1 1T - = = | et
SV il | T 1 i ! : dl- H I I 1 1 |
.) e — T N—
fi - er -y green  gown sneers at the grass -y  ground. _ Blue are the life-
Y] b 'y n T—
(‘n}”v‘  — — 3 —7—%& N—7 x t f ] =
5 i‘v[fw‘f = 3 Ty
— |
|
< YOI S 1
£ b ——= 2 : N
> > 0 . & | =
*Guitarists: Tune down a half step. -

Copyright © 1968, 1977, 1980 by EXPERIENCE HENDRIX, L.L.C.
Copyright Renewed 1996

54

All Rights Reserved

All Rights Controlled and Administered by EXPERIENCE HENDRIX, L.L.C.



The

un-der - stand. _

v v g

They quiet - ly

¥

Bm
Bbm

tak-en for grant- ed.

e

giv-ing wa-ters _

e

Vv
b

P’ ATH/ANCY
0

yeo 7

Z b |V
P

e

r

the

but won-der why

Ik

op - po - site, read-y,

L

lay

love. _

as

e

IR
they’re bold

Yeah, they're all,

But they’re all,

L)

mies

tur- quoise ar

once hap - py

N

D £ .0 L'

S

A

e

on.

is

| E—

fight

h

I/ J

y A

55

IV

T Y

£ LV
v

|
[ 4

=

Ty

0 i

v

e




Dsus2

i

Dbsus2

love.

as

they’re bold

Ffm7
Fm7

love.

s

as

- —

1N
they’re bold

FE

Eb7
s

E7

e

[Trm

RIL)

They’re all,

I

D
Jy o h
B TV
L/ J

p A
o3|

b

1

[T

A

|

m

is.

ax

the

ask

Just

e

SO

4

EE

| | )
red’s
y 2

My

33—
1ZP=|

3

(@]

129

L

17

& ar W/ ]

56




F #m
o
Fm

ea-pho-ri - a

of

and rib - bons _

war

tro - phies of

con - fi - dent that he flash - es

L)

[T

i
_

L

~
=

-
.
T
14

but ____

dar - ing,

of

full

young, _

is a

ange

Or

[Tre

i

L

NC.

——3——

- round.

for the first go

y

un - stead

y

ver -

it’s

>

e

e

In

not SO mel - low.

is

case

this

in

low

yel -

My

k]

57



like

fright - ened

it’s

to say

try’n’

I'm

Bm
Bbm
fact
17 i\ N
12
7

| £ an WY
p° 4
gL |V ¥
| & oo W) ]
0
ye1 17
2 b [V
14

|

bold, __

TS I

-
1
I'm
|
[
&
>

T
from___
=

S ———

{ {
me
&

A
Ab
%
7

| I

[ )|

1A
g N 444 P
B o s I R
= | | ===
s Lhba) 1% s
o IS = T[T [T
nE Tl 2 TN I\
R w| [T = e e
S | el i XN m rdL
I . T g i \ L ™
.A g ) olL'en\| £ LI L 1.3 NHH-
+ E B
ﬁ T N 2 e f| s [
S i, I,
ﬁ i LUl w I o . e
T I LU T
7 G} Ll E U L |
ﬁ 4 8 %G S = _H%@m N A% e
_ ™ 2
o HH K GHI © | | .m ]
Q 8 T — - 4 ||
ﬁ 2 My |8 [ 1908 B e )
= PFre
It IS A3 TN T ™
P an ) —
i _ L H 2 had e
M = T M & p| E
>
il I hin B TIHh T
e CYRE =y
| e m.@m ﬁ oz A\ ™ m@w TTeh e
ir.N A 1| 1PN -hWL Ahwu i Jen th}
Lm lm Lmhw ALN |mhv Mth . Im Imhv
M N ™ b .l 1) M N B
S — [ —

58



Dsus?2

e

Dbsus2

Eb7

E7

I'_Sﬁ

b

7

p’ A
g |V

Wy X

59

g

—
I 1
[
i {
[ _od [ _od
P .l
——
as love. _
|
Il
1
S ™ R —

» »
-
S
He knows, _
1 1 T
—s

)|
1]
3
T

[ o
I
=
-
t
I'm bold
|
1
>
=
z
}
&
T
=
G#
i
G
|
1
1

as

— :
love,
|
1
f
o —1
K
E7
Eb7
T
= va
2
|
I
;Z ;Z
|
.
= 1S
I I
£
= =
G
Gb
)l ll )I
1

1)

\uf s

|
]
I'm bold
] | |
I ] [
——=
=5 3 =lE
> . =
— =
I'm bold, _
| | [l
I )| 1
— | |
—— |
- -‘- o + -‘-
-
£ r —N
¢ ! >
ask the
N
1
™
] N f
¥ ¥ &
| 1 [ 1
| I | T
T 1 [
he knows ev -’ry - thing
— 1 i i 1 I

e

Te

1 m.@m

1 |
Yeah, I'm bold, __
| ] 1 |
1 1 Il i;
———
)1 1
o o =
i
1 . Il
[ L }
[ 4
— yeah.
—3— 3 —
ettt
33—
|
—p  — . f
g
|_3;
F#m7 D
it i
Fm7 Db
o) |
] : —r
1 l:
Just
I - A
1
E
- N
v
.
1 I )| L7
14
he knows, _ he know,

v $ ¥

$ 735 7 ¢

Il

| J dd] BEN 4s i
1t 1N -mwv lm muu NE LB X MV
mi Tl Ha A Tla i Ha NECS - i
o 9 N 0N N ° o2 G oY * [




1 e
~HH o I
Ty e
] WD "
: [ 1L
S @ o 1M 1y
i e
o e
T L
D )
[ e
Lofs i
HEL )
il
HEL )
)
HEL )
o [
o N HH
Sofis ok I
T
)
s
e
o+ @m el e
1719
1T
B,
e
)
Y
[ S i)
Il ¥l
0L
< %M ol e
pi.N -
lunn | |
Bl Ak
NG q

F #m

=] L)
Ii#v
P
o1
L
Bl ™
~e
o
e
E m
v
o™~
Hewn, |1
daup)
e
=l Iy
™
Sl
;nnr,f\, [
= | 19
. .\
IIU
] it
< U nll
N, e’

F #m

Fm

e

e

Py
I

L)

L

tiy

e

hall LW/
7

F #m
Fm

4 o
ﬁ}d ﬁ e
~ TTI¥ o) e
f.{u W ﬁ 1)
T [LJ
e g
_VJIMMV _7 mmlw
r / ™
1! _‘}j e
9
L)
e
[
. L) ITTe
I,
:
il
L [TT9
_ &- -
. ;‘{i i1
Te
"
L{TTee T
ﬁ n, »
kR ] [TTe
f e
L &
e e

Am7

G#m7

ﬁ Y
- <
3
H = [Te
L
ALl | H
iy 11
o2 Z] 3
pﬂd CTT
| THS R i e
e}
o
LITTAR LT T
| N .m _|
o ] e
™y
i LT [11e
ol i P
Gl s |
=]
Na)
.F_ B zﬁ
Ex 1 TTe
(gL
JH
1 %-- T
p== B ¥
gi !l i T
E S any g i
N X N
s

60



G7

Fi7

———

bold

e ————

g # LT
it

r:JTy

love.

as

I'm

bold, _

I'm

T H
I H

$

: 3

1

e

e

s 3 ¢ 8 § § |t

rTe cﬁs

Hu
& T

:

:

#

%

X . J
il N 3V5:1K
b1
hil

’__3_]

hid

{7y
\Ni's
D]

I'm bold, -

you.

ba - by, talk - in” to

Oh,

PR

3 8 & ¢ 3 3

15

L

i

D« ¢

o RUT &

1L

e ST oA
b XY

O A
y 4

I

Am7
G#m7

Py
|41r
1]

G7
e
F#7

b A - 2 )

4
20T

Y
yeah. _

[S—

-

I’'m bold as

love,

©

3 3

3

L)

Jwtte

e

X . 4
¥ OX- DK .
by 37N

61

TPA

8
==

1 1 I
1 1 [
| & o

s 335335 3

;
4 ¢ ¢ o ¢ <

8
o

1
Il
|

I
|
&

533 33

Y

F #UTT &

y 4
12y
AN3"2
[}

—3—— ——3—

¥ LX)
-
T

—
—

I
1
I

i
Yo e & &

r_ DN

VL. Y




Dreaming with a Broken Heart

Words and Music by

John Mayer
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